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Scientology has long been a subject of fascination, controversy, and speculation. From its origins in
the early 1950s to its current status as a globally recognized, yet often misunderstood, religious
movement, Scientology's complex history and unique beliefs have captured the curiosity of many.
This insider's guide aims to provide a comprehensive overview of Scientology, tracing its
development from its founder L. Ron Hubbard to the mysterious figure of Xenu, exploring core
doctrines, practices, controversies, and what makes Scientology distinct from other religious or
spiritual movements.

What Is Scientology? An Overview

Scientology is a set of beliefs and practices created by science fiction writer L. Ron Hubbard in the
early 1950s. Officially recognized by the Church of Scientology as a religion, it claims to offer a path
to spiritual enlightenment and personal freedom. However, critics have labeled it a commercial
enterprise or a cult, citing allegations of abuse, intimidation, and evasive legal tactics.

Core Beliefs of Scientology

Scientology's teachings revolve around the idea that humans are spiritual beings known as thetans,
which have lived through multiple past lives. The primary goal of Scientology is to help individuals
achieve a state called "Clear," where they are free from the negative effects of past traumas and
engrams?mental recordings of painful or traumatic events.

The Bridge to Total Freedom

One of Scientology?s central concepts is the "Bridge to Total Freedom," a hierarchical pathway of
spiritual development. This bridge consists of numerous levels, including:

- Preclear (PC) ? the individual seeking spiritual advancement

- Auditing ? a counseling process designed to address engrams

- Clear ? a state of spiritual enlightenment and freedom from engrams

- Operating Thetan (OT) levels ? advanced spiritual states involving higher powers and abilities
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Progressing through these levels involves significant financial investment and participation in
auditing sessions and training.

The Origins of Scientology and L. Ron Hubbard
L. Ron Hubbard: The Founder

Lafayette Ronald Hubbard (1911?1986) was a prolific writer who initially gained fame as a science
fiction and fantasy author. His interest in self-help, psychology, and spirituality led him to develop a
set of ideas that eventually coalesced into Scientology.

The Development of Scientology

Hubbard published "Dianetics: The Modern Science of Mental Health" in 1950, which laid the
groundwork for Scientology. The book introduced the concept of the reactive mind?an unconscious
part of the mind that stores traumatic memories?and proposed auditing as a method to clear these
engrams.

After initial success and the founding of Dianetics organizations, Hubbard transitioned into
establishing Scientology as a religion in 1953, with a more structured set of beliefs, practices, and
organizational hierarchy.

The Beliefs and Practices of Scientology
The Thetan and Reincarnation
Scientologists believe that the thetan is an immortal spiritual being that has lived through countless

past lives. The ultimate goal is to free the thetan from the effects of past traumas and spiritual
limitations.

Auditing and E-Meters

Auditing is a central practice involving a trained auditor guiding a participant through questions
aimed at uncovering engrams. An E-meter, a device that measures electrical resistance in the body,
is used as an aid to locate areas of spiritual distress.

The OT Levels and Xenu

The higher OT levels involve complex teachings that are generally kept confidential until a
practitioner reaches those stages. Among these teachings is the story of Xenu, a pivotal myth within
Scientology's secret doctrine.
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The Xenu Narrative: The Secret Myth of Scientology

Who Is Xenu?

Xenu is depicted as an extraterrestrial ruler who, approximately 75 million years ago, brought billions
of his people to Earth (then called Teegeeack) in spacecraft resembling DC-8 airliners. According to

the confidential OT Il materials, Xenu's actions led to a mass genocide, unleashing spiritual trauma

that continues to affect humans today.

The Story of Xenu

The Xenu story is a core part of Scientology's upper-level teachings and is considered highly

confidential, available only to those who have completed specific prerequisites. The narrative states:

- Xenu transported the alien beings?called "body thetans"?to Earth.
- These entities clustered around humans, attaching themselves and causing spiritual harm.
- This trauma is believed to underpin many mental and physical problems.

The story is often described as a science fiction saga, and critics argue that it is central to
Scientology's secret teachings.

Scientology Organizational Structure and Practices

The Church of Scientology

The Church operates globally with a hierarchical structure, including local churches, missions, and
specialized organizations. Prominent figures include David Miscavige, the current leader who has
overseen the church's expansion and controversies.

Training and Courses

Scientologists participate in extensive training courses and auditing sessions, which can be costly
and time-consuming. The aim is to elevate practitioners through the OT levels and achieve spiritual
freedom.

Controversies and Legal Challenges

The church has faced numerous allegations and legal battles concerning:



Scientology A To Xenu An Insider S Guide To What Study Guide Vol. 2023, Issue 6

- Financial exploitation of members

- Harassment and intimidation tactics against critics and defectors

- Legal battles over the confidentiality of teachings

- Accusations of abuse, including forced labor and psychological manipulation

The organization vehemently denies these claims, asserting it is a legitimate religious entity.

Inside Perspectives and Criticisms

Many former members have spoken out about their experiences inside Scientology, describing it as
a high-control environment with strict discipline, a focus on financial contributions, and a culture of
secrecy.

Common criticisms include:

- The high cost of advancement and participation

- The suppression of dissent and handling of critics

- The controversial secrecy surrounding advanced teachings like Xenu

- Allegations of abuse, including forced disconnection from family members

Conversely, supporters view Scientology as a path to spiritual enlightenment and self-improvement.

Conclusion: What Is Scientology Today?

Scientology remains one of the most enigmatic and debated spiritual movements worldwide. Its
combination of science fiction-inspired mythology, rigorous organizational hierarchy, and
controversial practices has kept it both in the public eye and under scrutiny.

Understanding Scientology from an insider's perspective involves recognizing its core doctrines?like
the belief in thetans and the story of Xenu?and its organizational principles. Whether viewed as a
religion, a business, or a cult, Scientology continues to influence discussions about spirituality,
freedom of belief, and the boundaries of religious practice.

Key Takeaways

- Scientology was founded by L. Ron Hubbard, initially as a self-help movement before becoming
a religion.

- The core goal is to achieve "Clear" and progress through the OT levels, including the secret
story of Xenu.
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- Practices include auditing with an E-meter and extensive training courses.

- The organization has faced significant legal and social controversies.

- Understanding its beliefs and organizational structure provides insight into its ongoing influence
and notoriety.

Whether you are a skeptic, a curious observer, or considering exploring Scientology further, this
guide offers a detailed overview of what Scientology entails?from its origins to its most secretive
teachings about Xenu.

Scientology: A to Xenu ? An Insider?s Guide to What
Introduction

Scientology remains one of the most controversial and enigmatic religious movements of the
modern era. Founded by science fiction author L. Ron Hubbard in the early 1950s, it claims to offer
spiritual liberation and self-awareness through a series of unique teachings, practices, and
organizational structures. This guide aims to provide an in-depth, insider perspective on Scientology,
exploring its origins, core doctrines, organizational hierarchy, and the infamous Xenu story that sits
at the heart of its secret teachings.

The Origins of Scientology

Who Was L. Ron Hubbard?

- Background: L. Ron Hubbard (1911?1986) was a prolific author with a background in science
fiction, philosophy, and writing self-help books.

- Early Works: His initial foray into spiritual and self-improvement ideas culminated in the
publication of Dianetics: The Modern Science of Mental Health in 1950.

- Dianetics: The book introduced concepts of the mind, subconscious, and techniques to clear
mental blocks, which quickly gained popularity and laid the groundwork for Scientology.

Transition to Scientology

- From Dianetics to Scientology: While Dianetics was presented as a science of the mind,
Hubbard soon developed a more comprehensive religious framework, officially establishing
Scientology in 1953.

- Organizational Growth: The movement expanded rapidly, establishing churches, training
centers, and a global following.
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Core Beliefs of Scientology

The Thetan and the Spirit

- Thetan: Central to Scientology is the concept of the thetan, considered the true spiritual essence
of an individual?akin to the soul.

- Eternal Nature: Scientologists believe that the thetan is immortal and has lived through multiple
past lives, accumulating trauma and negative influences.

The Reactive Mind and Engrams

- Analytical vs. Reactive Mind: Hubbard distinguished between the analytical mind (rational
thinking) and the reactive mind (emotional responses).

- Engrams: Traumatic memories stored in the reactive mind, which negatively influence present
behavior and perceptions.

The Road to Spiritual Freedom

- Auditing: A key practice involving one-on-one counseling sessions aimed at uncovering
engrams and freeing the thetan.

- Clear State: Achieved after auditing, where the individual supposedly becomes free of engrams,
leading to greater happiness and spiritual awareness.
The Organization and Hierarchy
The Church of Scientology

- Structure: An intricate hierarchy with local churches, missions, and the central Church of
Scientology International.

- Leadership: The executive leadership includes the Sea Organization (Sea Org), an elite clergy
that operates at the highest levels.
The Bridge to Total Freedom

- The Bridge: Scientology?s spiritual progression path, consisting of a series of levels (auditing
and training) designed to elevate the adherent?s spiritual state.
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- Levels:

- Preclear (PC): The individual seeking auditing.
- Clear: The state of having no engrams.
- Operating Thetan (OT): Advanced spiritual levels, including secret teachings.

The OT Levels

- These levels contain the most esoteric teachings, which are only revealed after significant
financial and spiritual commitment.

- Notably, OT Il is where the story of Xenu is introduced, and access to these teachings is tightly
controlled.

The Secret Teachings and the Xenu Story

The Nature of the Secret Levels

- Confidentiality: The higher OT levels are kept secret from the general membership.
- Requirement: To access these teachings, members must undergo extensive auditing, training,
and financial contribution.

The Story of Xenu ? OT llI

- Origin of the Story: Revealed publicly by former insiders and leaked documents, the Xenu
narrative is considered the most controversial aspect of Scientology.

- Synopsis:

- Around 75 million years ago, an alien ruler named Xenu was in charge of the Galactic
Confederacy.

- Overpopulated, he devised a plan to solve the problem by bringing billions of his subjects to
Earth (then called Teegeeack).

- Xenu flew these beings to Earth in spacecraft resembling DC-8s.

- He then stacked them around volcanoes and detonated hydrogen bombs, killing them.

- The souls (or thetans) of these beings attached themselves to living humans, causing spiritual
harm and mental instability that persists today.

- Implications:

- The narrative explains many human psychological issues as remnants of these traumatic
events.
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- The goal of the OT levels is to rid oneself of these body thetans (BTs) and their influence.

Why Is the Xenu Story Hidden?

- The story?s explicit details are considered confidential and are only shared with advanced
members.

- Hubbard warned that revealing these secrets prematurely could cause spiritual harm or
confusion.

Controversies and Criticisms

Legal and Social Issues

- Legal Battles: Multiple lawsuits, including attempts to classify Scientology as a religion or a
commercial enterprise.

- Tax Status: Recognized as a religion in the U.S. since 1993, but still challenged elsewhere.

- Allegations:

- Exploitation and abuse of members.

- Heavy financial demands.

- Intimidation and harassment of critics and defectors.

The Insider Perspective

- Recruitment and Retention: Critics argue that Scientology uses high-pressure tactics to recruit
and retain members.

- Secrecy and Control: The organization?s secretive nature fosters suspicion and accusations of
mind control.

- Disconnection Policy: Members are often encouraged or pressured to disconnect from friends
and family who oppose or leave the church.

The Role of Auditing and Training

The Process of Auditing

- Session Structure: Conducted with an E-meter, a device Hubbard claimed measures mental

state.
- Purpose: To locate engrams and lead the individual to enlightenment.
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- Costs: Auditing sessions can be expensive, often costing thousands of dollars.
Training and Courses
- Members undertake courses to learn Scientology doctrines, ethics, and practical skills.
- The training involves reading Hubbard?s materials, attending lectures, and practicing auditing
techniques.
The Ethical and Cultural Impact
Scientology?s Cultural Footprint
- Celebrity Endorsements: Famous members include Tom Cruise, John Travolta, and Kirstie
Alley.
- Media Portrayals: Often depicted as a cult or a commercial enterprise with dangerous practices.
- Public Perception: Mixed, ranging from devoted followers to vehement critics.
Inside the Cult Dynamics
- Control Mechanisms:
- Strict hierarchy and discipline.
- Suppression of dissent.
- Use of disconnection policies to isolate critics.
- Spiritual Goals: Many members claim personal transformation and spiritual growth.
The Future of Scientology
Challenges
- Maintaining relevance in the digital age.
- Addressing ongoing legal and media scrutiny.

- Managing internal dissent and defection.

Potential Trajectories

- Continued expansion in certain regions.
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- Greater transparency or further secrecy depending on organizational priorities.
- Evolving practices to adapt to societal changes.

Conclusion

Scientology remains a complex tapestry of innovative spiritual teachings, secretive doctrines, and
controversial organizational practices. From its roots in Dianetics to the dramatic Xenu story, it offers
a unique, if contentious, approach to understanding the human mind and spirit. Whether viewed as
a religion, a business, or a cult, its influence on popular culture and its enduring mysteries continue
to fascinate and perplex outsiders and insiders alike.

Final Thoughts

Understanding Scientology requires navigating its layered doctrines, organizational structures, and
the secrets it guards fiercely. While to outsiders it appears as a modern religious movement with
science fiction overtones, for members, it?s a path to spiritual enlightenment and personal freedom.
The story of Xenu, the Galactic Confederacy, and the engrams are central to its most secret
teachings and encapsulate the complex interplay between faith, control, and mystery that defines
Scientology.

Note: This guide provides an overview based on publicly available information, leaks, and insider
accounts. The internal beliefs and practices of Scientology may vary among members and are
subject to organizational secrecy.

QuestionAnswer What is the basic overview of Scientology from A to Xenu? Scientology is a
religion founded by L. Ron Hubbard that explores spiritual development through auditing and
courses, with key teachings involving the story of Xenu, an alien ruler, as part of its advanced
doctrines. The 'A to Xenu' phrase signifies a comprehensive guide to its beliefs, practices, and
history. Who was Xenu, and what role does he play in Scientology's teachings? Xenu is a central
figure in Scientology's confidential advanced teachings, described as an alien dictator who brought
billions of people to Earth and caused spiritual trauma. This story is considered highly sensitive and
is only revealed to members after reaching certain levels within the church. What are some insider
perspectives on the inner workings of Scientology? Insiders often describe Scientology as a highly
secretive organization with strict hierarchy, intensive auditing processes, and a focus on spiritual
advancement. Critics and former members highlight issues like high fees, control over members,
and the concealment of controversial teachings like Xenu's story. How does Scientology's
progression from basic to advanced levels work? Members start with introductory courses and
auditing sessions aimed at spiritual improvement. As they progress, they access more advanced
teachings, including the story of Xenu, which is kept secret until members reach higher Operating
Thetan (OT) levels, requiring substantial time and financial investment. Why is Scientology often
considered controversial or misunderstood? Scientology is controversial due to its secretive nature,
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aggressive legal tactics, allegations of abuse, and the secrecy surrounding its core beliefs like Xenu.
Its portrayal in media and lawsuits has contributed to widespread misunderstandings and criticism of
the organization.

Related keywords: Scientology, Xenu, Dianetics, L. Ron Hubbard, auditing, spiritual counseling,
church of Scientology, beliefs, practices, insider guide



